DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

rudeness to the Prince of Wales over the Vienna
incident,, and she would have liked to put off his visit
for another year. But he was extremely anxious to
be taken back into her good graces, and Lord Salisbury
was very urgent that he should be forgiven. He
believed that he had now " thoroughly awakened
from the temporary intoxication of last summer. It
is your Majesty's interest to make his penitential
return as easy to him as possible." The Emperor,
though tactfully approached by Prince Christian as
a mediator between him and his uncle, refused to
apologize, preferring to say that there had been no
Vienna incident, and this condition was withdrawn.
The Queen invited him for the Cowes week in
August, and the Family hatchet was magnificently
interred. She created William Admiral of the British
Fleet, and invested his brother Henry with the
Garter. In return her gratified grandson appointed
her Colonel-in-Chief of his First Dragoon Guards,
and gave his cousin, Prince George of Wales, the
Order of the Black Eagle.

The Empress Frederick understood that, for the
sake of restoring cordial relations between the
countries, William's visit was wise, but she could
not easily overcome the personal bitterness of knowing
that he had been taken into favour again by her
mother with all the insults he had showered on her
unregretted and unatoned. The Bismarckian Press
was highly exultant at the popular welcome he had
received in England ; it took this welcome as a sign
that the British public did not believe a word
regarding his supposedly cruel treatment of her,
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